Natural abundance 13C nuclear magnetic resonance studies of live cestodes.
1. Natural abundance carbon-13 nmr spectra of several intact cestodes have been obtained. 2. All spectra show peaks assignable to triglycerides and the N(CH3)3 carbons of the choline moiety. 3. The olefinic region of the 13C nmr spectra indicated that the cestode larvae Mesocestoides corti and Echinococcus multilocularis have a larger concentration of polyunsaturated fatty acids than Hymenolepis adults. 4. Mobile fragments of glycogen were detected in all species studied, but its apparent concentration in individual cestodes was highly variable.